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and the King of Spain, and had ended by breaking with
the Roman Catholic Church altogether. But this is only
one of a series of royal marriages which at this time
influenced not only England and Scotland at home, but
affected their dealings with the rest of Europe. There
are several others; and we cannot hope to understand
the history of England at this time, unless we grasp the
importance of these marriages.

To do this we must put modern ideas quite out of our
head. Though nowadays our royal family is related to
that of Norway, we do not dream that if other heirs
fail, the kingdoms would be united. But it was very
different in the sixteenth century. Countries were then
regarded as the property of their sovereigns. Should
the ruler of Spain marry the ruler of England, it was
thought that the two countries would naturally be united
in policy; should there be an heir to such a marriage,
he would naturally rule both countries. And besides
this, it was felt that he would do his best to compel1
his dominions to hold the same religion as he held him-
self. So that on the result of a royal marriage there
often hung not only the policy of a nation in its dealings
with other nations, but also its religion and institutions;
nay, even its separate existence as a nation might be in
danger.

Under these circumstances, it is easy to see that royal
marriages concerned England and Scotland very closely
indeed. And it happened, by a curious chance, that just
at this time, when both peoples were more interested in
the question of their religion than anything else, their
religion was apparently at the mercy of a marriage. For
in England two queens, Mary and Elizabeth, came one
after the other; and at the same time the ruler of Scot-
land was also a queen, Mary Queen of Scots, who was,
further, the next heir to the throne of England. Thus